
“Words for Peace” - An Art Installation 

 

Consider this an invitation to contribute a piece of artful writing and/or 
calligraphy – or several pieces. Guilds may consider this as a project. 

The Story. 

Back in 2003, with the war in Iraq immanent, noted calligrapher Thomas 
Ingmire invited friends and colleagues to participate in a calligraphic art installation 
on the subjects of war, fear, and peace. Each person was asked to write out a 
statement on a 5”x20” sheet of paper with the idea of hanging these pieces in the 
San Francisco Public Library. More than 750 people from twenty-eight nations 
responded.  

“… Some see it as an anti-war protest. Others look at it as a statement about 
freedom and a plea for world peace that asks each of us to live in this world 
responsibly … Perhaps … it is a demonstration of the power of passion and of the 
creative spirit … from the untrained writing of four year olds to the masterly 
calligraphy of the greatest living scribes … individual efforts … brought together to 
create a whole that is even richer than its parts... an apt symbol in itself for the idea 
of a peaceful world."  T.I. 

 
You can check out the website: www.wordsforpeace.org/ 
Click on EXHIBITION on the left 
Click on “click to view” on the lower right 
Enjoy the slide show of the 2008 installation at the Fresno Art Museum, Fresno, CA 
 
… and follow my BLOG at … http://wordsforpeace2010.blogspot.com/ 
 
Present day: Thomas Ingmire has graciously given me permission to replicate a 
scaled down version of the installation in Rochester, NY. On behalf of myself and the 
Genesee Valley Calligraphy Guild, I’d like to invite you to contribute. 
 
I’ll shift the focus a bit for this version of the installation. Words For Peace. That’s the 
theme: PEACE - in all of its forms and manifestations. Peace on earth, Peace to 
mankind. Peace between peoples, between countries, races, and religions. Peace of 
the Spirit. Peace of God. Give Peace a Chance. Peace of Mind … take it where you 
will. So think Peace.  

 
The ground rules – by Mike (I’ll take the heat). 

o The venue is currently in negotiation (Fire Marshall APPROVED!!!). 
o I’d like to receive submissions between Thanksgiving 2009 and Easter 2010. 
o We’ll mount the exhibition in the Spring of 2010. 
o The paper used shall be … well, paper. Not metal or whatever. Weight 

issues. I’d go Strathmore watercolor or drawing paper. Or any color paper. 
o The writing medium is up to the artist/calligrapher. Watercolor. Inks. Crayon. 
o The style is wide open; italic, Blackletter (Ward Dunham – you out there?), 

Illumination, abstract, uncial, italic, foundational, copperplate, etc., etc., etc. 
o The theme is PEACE. From any angle. Can be Biblical. Can wax poetic. A 

word. A phrase. A story. Gandhi. MLKing. Your call. 



o Lots of quote websites out there. Google “peace” and “quotes”. 
o We’d like to keep vulgarity down. My son the artist says that’s difficult in an 

anti-war statement – try hard (Peter – you listening?). This is why it’s more 
“PEACE.” The venue will be kid friendly. Think gentle. The venue folks have 
suggested more thoughts of “peace” and less “anti-war” statements. 

o Try to steer clear of personality bashing. Like the “Hey, Hey, LBJ …” chant 
from the 60’s. If you remember the 60s. 

o Will I receive a response from Mike? Nah … we’ve got a beer budget. But we 
may post your name on the blog as they arrive. 

o Will I receive my work back? Nah … it’s really a “light beer” budget. It may 
well be saved for future installations. 

o Will I be reimbursed for my materials? What? Go fish. 
o What kind of envelope would I use to mail it? I have no idea. But feel free to 

fold it in half to mail it. 
o If you would, in light pencil, in small letters somewhere on the piece; your 

name and who you’re associated with – school, calligraphy guild, church – 
and your age if you wish. 

o Photos will, no doubt, be posted to the Callig Graphics Board after the 
opening.           http://www.calligraph.com/web/callig-graphic/  

o Yes, you can do more than one piece – I’d encourage it. 
 

 
Are you game? This is not a formal framed piece for an Art Guild show. Do 

you desire Peace in Our Time? Is there a fire in your belly? Commit it to paper 
and mail it off to me. We really want to see your work up in the air with hundreds 
of others. Challenge the rest of your Guild to this as well. What say? 

 
Need more info:    mwarner51@yahoo.com 
 

Again … I’m blogging!     http://wordsforpeace2010.blogspot.com/ 
 
 

Yours, 
Mike Warner 
Genesee Valley Calligraphy Guild 
157 Cherry Road 
Rochester, NY 14612-5651 
USA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
PERSONALLY INVITED: 
 
9/2/09 
Roann Mathias 
9/2/09 
Carrie Imai 
9/2/09 
Julian Waters 
9/2/09 
Sheila Waters 
On 9/3/09 
Birmingham Guild, Alabama 
Arizona Guild, Tempe 
Friends of Calligraphy, SF California 
Inland valley Guild, CA bounced addys 
Society of Scribes, NYC 
Cream City, Milwaukee, WI 
CCC in Chicago 
9/10/09 
Linda Handcock, WI snail mail 
Warmlands Calligrpahers in BC snail mail/email 
 

BPF Jay Thompson at 585.576.6073 or at jayf_thompson@hotmail.com 10/12/09 
 
Pacific Scribes got back to me 10/6/09 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider this a formal invitation to participate in our Words For Peace 2010 

Art Installation. We'd REALLY like to see you send a broadside - or two or three. 
 
Yours,  
Mike Warner 
in Rochester, NY 
Genesee Valley Calligraphy Guild 
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Genesee Valley Calligraphy Guild 
 
http://wordsforpeace2010.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 10, 2009 
 
John, 
 
Elaine and I have been called out of town on family medical business for 

two weeks. Her Mom in Wisconsin. I will be back on the 28th. Do you want to 
schedule a sit-down with you and me and maybe Pam? We could make sure 
we're all on the same page. I need to cast the Venue in concrete around now in 
the timeline. I'm allready sending out invites to artists for the submissions. 

 
I'm blogging now - a whole new world. It's at ... 
 
http://wordsforpeace2010.blogspot.com/ 
 
... check it out. 
 
Hope to see you when I return. Out to the land of organic goat Cheese - it's 

around Madison - what you'd expect. I'll try to monitor my email while I'm gone. 
 
Peace and good sales to you John, 
Mike Warner 
Genesee Valley Calligraphy Guild 
Rochester, NY 
 
9/11/09 
 

pam is not here right now  The 28th around 1 pm 
should work for me I will ask her friday and get back to you 
john 

On Thu, Sep 10, 2009 at 3:27 PM, michael warner <mwarner51@yahoo.com> wrote: 
September 10, 2009 
 
John, 
 
Elaine and I have been called out of town on family medical business for two weeks. Her 
Mom in Wisconsin. I will be back on the 28th. Do you want to schedule a sit-down with 
you and me and maybe Pam? We could make sure we're all on the same page. I need to 
cast the Venue in concrete around now in the timeline. I'm allready sending out invites to 
artists for the submissions. 
 
I'm blogging now - a whole new world. It's at ... 



 
http://wordsforpeace2010.blogspot.com/ 
 
... check it out. 
 
Hope to see you when I return. Out to the land of organic goat Cheese - it's around 
Madison - what you'd expect. I'll try to monitor my email while I'm gone. 
 
Peace and good sales to you John, 
Mike Warner 
Genesee Valley Calligraphy Guild 
Rochester, NY 
--  
John Sozio 
Lori's Natural Foods Center 
900 Jefferson Road 
Rochester NY 14623 
Phone: 585.424.2323 
Email: johnsozio@lorisnatural.com 
Web: www.lorisnatural.com 
 

 


